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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 6007 

PARIS FOR USSS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: CPAS, CFED (DAVIS, CHARLES ELRICH) 

SUB J : RENUNCIATION OF NATIONALITY 

REF: PPT OFF LOC 3507 AND 7 FAM 492(E) AND 497.5(4) 

SUMMARY: DAVIS PRESENTED HIMSELF AT EMBASSY MORNING OF OCT. 9 
DECLARAING HIS INTENT TO RENOUNCE HIS AMERICAN NATIONALITY. 
SINCE HEWAS UNABLE TO ESTABLISH HIS IDENTITY AND PRESENT 
NATIONALITY, HE DEPARTED, STATING THAT HE WOULD NOT PURSUE 
MATTER. END SUMMARY. 

1. CHARLES ERLICH DAVIS, SUBJECT OF PASSPORT OFFICE LOOKOUT 
CARD 3507, CAME U ANNOUNCED TO THIS EMBASSY OCTOBER 9 
REQUESTING TO TAKE THE OATH OF RENUNCIATION, HE WAS 
INTERVIEWED BY THE CHIEF OF THE CONSULAR SECTION, RICHARD H. 
WILLIAMS, AND THE CITIZENSHIP SPECIALIST, MISS LUNA PINHEIRO, 

IN FRONT OF TWO WITNESSES, PHILIP SNELL, EMBASSY POLITICAL 
OFFICER, AND ANTHONY ARREDONDO, CONSULAR OFFICER. DAVIS 
DECLARED THAT SNELL AND ARREDONDO WERE ACCEPTABLE TO HIM AS 
WITNESSES AND THAT HE HAD NO WITNESSES OF HIS OWN HE WANTED 
PRESENT. 
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2. DAVIS WAS MOST RETICENT TO GIVE ANY DETAILS ABOUT HIMSELF. 
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HE STATED ONLY THAT HIS NAME WAS CHARLES E. DAVIS AND THAT HE 
HAD ALSO BEEN KNOWN AS CALVIN WILLIAMS. HE DID NOT MENTION 
USING THE NAME ERIC DAVIS. HE SAID THAT HE WAS A JOURNALIST 
BY PROFESSION, AND THAT AT ONE TIME HE HAD GONE TO LIVE IN 
EAST BERLIN TO DO ' CERTAIN THINGS" AT THE REQUEST OF THE U.S. 
GOVERNMENT FOR WHICH HE WAS LATER ARRESTED AND TRIED IN THE 
FEDERAL DISTRICT COURT FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF FLORIDA. 

HE COULD NOT REMEMBER THE DATE OF THE TRIAL AND REFUSED TO 
GIVE ANY OTHER DETAILS EXCEPT TO SAY THAT THE STATE DEPARTMENT 
HAD NOT KEPT ITS PROMISES. HE CLAIMS TO HAVE SPENT OVER ONE 
HUNDRED DAYS IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT AND THAT AT THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE TRIAL, A "STATE DEPARTMENT MAN" SUGGESTED 
THAT HE GO ABROAD TO EXPATRIATE HIMSELF. 

3. HE WOULD NOT SAY HOW HE DEPARTED FROM THE UNITED STATES 

OR WHAT KIND OF TRAVEL DOCUMENT HE WAS USING. HE INDICATED SOME 
TRAVEL BEFORE ARRIVING IN PORTUGAL. HE SAID THAT HIS 
PASSPORT, DRIVERS LICENSE AND ALL OTHER IDENTIFYING DOCUMENTS 
HAD BEEN TAKEN FROM HIM AT THE TIME OF TRIAL; CONSEQUENTLY, 

HE HAD ABSOLUTELY NO IDENTIFYING DOCUMENTS WITH HIM. 

4. WHEN HE WAS ASKED ABOUT THE KIND OF DOCUMENTS HE HAD 
USED TO ENTER PORTUGAL, HE REPLIED THAT HE HAD ENTERED UNDER 
"SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES" UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF ALVARO 
CUNHAL, THE LEADEROF THE PORTUGUESE COMMUNIST PARTY. HE 
FURTHER STATED THAT HE WAS LIVING WITH "FRIENDS" UNTIL 
CUNHAL "RETURNED FROM MOSCOW." (IN POINT OF FACT, CUNHAL 

IS NOW IN LISBON AND HAS NOT BEEN OUT OF PORTUGAL FOR SOME 
TIME.) DAVIS ALSO CLAIMED TO HAVE A WIFE AND CHILD OF 
SOME OTHER, UNIDENTIFIED, NATIONALITY. HE CLAIMED TO BE 
IN A HURRY BECAUSE HE WAS TO LEAVE PORTUGAL AT THREE THAT 
AFTERNOON TO PROCEED TO ANOTHER, UNSPECIFIED, COUNTRY WHERE 
HE WOULD NOT HAVE ACCESS TO AN AMERICAN DIPLOMATIC OR 
CONSULAR POST. 

5. IS WAS EXPLAINED TO DAVIS THAT HE EVERY RIGHT TO 
EXPATRIATE HIMSELF IF THAT WAS HIS WISH. TO PROVIDE HIM WITH 
THE REQUIRED OPPORTUNITY FOR REFLECTION, WILLIAMS READ TO 
DAVIS, IN ENGLISH, THE STATEMENT OF UNDERSTANDING (8 FAM 
EXHIBIT 225.6K). DAVIS SAID THAT HE WAS ALREADY FAMILIAR 
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WITH THE OATH OF RENUNICATION OF THE NATIONALITY OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND REFUSED TO HAVE IT READ TO HIM. WILLIAMS 
THEN STATED THAT THE EMBASSY WAS PREPARED TO CONTINUE WITH 
THE PROCESS OF RENUNCIATION BUT THAT DAVIS MUST FIRST 
ESTABLISH HIS IDENTIFY AND NATIONALITY. DAVIS SAID THAT HE 
COULD NOT AND DEPARTED FROM THE EMBASSY ABOUT TWO HOURS 
AFTER ARRIVAL. 
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6. NONE OF THE EMBASSY PERSONNEL PRESENT AT THE HEARING 
DOUBTED DAVIS'S MENTAL CAPACITY TO UNDERSTAND THE EFFECTS 
OF HIS ACTION. THROUGHOUT THE INTERVIEW, DAVIS WAS IN 
COMPLETE CONTROL OF HIMSELF, AND ALTHOUGH HIS STORY HAD 
OBVIOUS INCONSISTENCIES, THAT WAS OWING TO A DELIBERATE 
ATTEMPT TO MISLEAD RATHER THAN MENTAL CONFUSION. DAVIS WAS 
WELL SPOKEN, COURTEOUS, AND CALM, BUT HE CHOSE HIS WORDS 
CAREFULLY AND WAS EXTREMELY SECRETIVE. ON LEAVING, HOWEVER, 
HE ACCUSED THE EMBASSY OF REFUSING TO ALLOW HIM TO RENOUNCE 
HIS NATIONALITY. IT WAS REPEATED THAT RENUNCIATION WAS HIS 
RIGHT AND THAT THE EMBASSY WAS PREPARED TO ASSIST HIM TO 
EXERCISE THAT RIGHT BUT THERE ARE FORMALITIES TO BE OBSERVED 
AND THE FIRST AMONG THEM WAS TO ESTABLISH IDENTIFY AND 
PRESENT NATIONALITY. 

7. IF DAVIS WERE TO RETURN, THE EMBASSY PLANS TO CONTINUE 
WITH THE RENUNCIATION PROCESS UNLESS INSTRUCTED OTHERWISE. 

8. ALTHOUGH THERE IS A LOOKOUT CARD OUT ON DAVIS, DEPARTMENT 
MAY WISH TO ALERT OTHER POSTS OF HIS PRESENCE IN LISBON 

AND PLANS, SUCH AS THEY ARE, FOR FUTURE. SINCE LOC 3507 
WAS ISSUED, DAVIS HAS GROWN A FULL, GRAY-FLECKED BEARD. 
CARLUCCI 
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